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dignant rejoinder. Melbourne's attack upon him seemed
hardly called for, but I heard he had declared he would not
much longer endure the continual twittings and punchings
that Brougham every day dealt out to some one or other of
the Ministers. The Chancellor, Lord Lansdowne,and Glenelg,
had all suffered in their turns, and so when Brougham
taunted him with his courtly habits, he could not restrain
himself, and retorted savagely though not very well. What
he said was nothing but a t% quoque, and only remarkable
for the bitter tone in which it was uttered and the sort of
reproach it conveyed. Probably Melbourne thought it as
well to put an end at once to the half hostile, half amicable
state of their mutual relations, to their c noble friendship,5
and real enmity, and to bring matters to a crisis, otherwise
he might have had some indulgence for his old friend and
colleague, have made allowance for the workings of deep
disappointment and mortification on his excitable tempera-
ment, and have treated him with forbearance otit of reverence
for his rare acquirements and capacity. But the fact is,
that Brougham has ostentatiously proclaimed the dissolution
of all his former ties, and has declared war against all
his ancient connexions ; he has abandoned his friends and
his principles together, and has enrolled himself in a
Radical fellowship which would have been the object of his
scorn and detestation in his calmer moods and in more pro-
sperous days.
Le Marchant, who was his secretary for four years,
and knows him well, told me that no man was a greater
aristocrat in his heart than Brougham, from conviction
attached to aristocracy, from taste desirous of being one
of its members. He said that Dugald Stewart, when
talking of his pupils, had said though he envied most the
understanding of Homer (whom he loved with peculiar
affection), he considered Brougham the ablest man he had
ever known, but that even then (forty years ago) he con-
sidered his to be a mind that was continually oscillating on
the verge of insanity. Le Marchant said that Brptigbam's
powers of application exceeded what he had believed possible
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